BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
require it.9 JOHNSON. *I now drink no wine, Sir. Early in life
I drank wine : for many years I drank none. I then for some
years drank a great deal.' EDWARDS. 'Some hogsheads, I
warrant you.' JOHNSON. *I then had a severe illness, and
left it off, and I have never begun it again. I never felt any
difference upon myself from eating one thing rather than
another, nor from one kind of weather rather than another.
There are people, I believe, who feel a difference; but I am
not one of them. And as to regular meals, I have fasted
from the Sunday's dinner to the Tuesday's dinner, without
any inconvenience. I believe it best to eat just as one is
hungry: but a man who is in business, or a man who has a
family, must have stated meals. I am a straggler. I may
leave this town and go to Grand Cairo, without being missed
here or observed there.' EDWARDS. 'Don't you eat supper,
Sir?' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir.9 EDWARDS. Tor my part, now,
I consider supper as a turnpike through which one must pass,
in order to get to bed.5
JOHNSON. *You are a lawyer, Mr Edwards. Lawyers know
life practically. A bookish man should always have them
to converse with. They have what he wants.' EDWARDS.
*I am grown old: I am sixty-five.' JOHNSON. 'I shall be
sixty-eight next birth-day. Come, Sir, drink water, and put
in for a hundred.*
Mr Edwards mentioned a gentleman [the Rev. James
Phipps] who had left his whole fortune to Pembroke Col-
lege. JOHNSON. 'Whether to leave one's whole fortune to
a College be right, must depend upon circumstances. I would
leave the interest of the fortune I bequeathed to a College
to my relations or my friends, for their lives. It is the same
thing to a College, which is a permanent society, whether
it gets the money now or twenty years hence; and I would
wish to make my relations or friends feel the benefit of it,'
This interview confirmed my opinion of Johnson's most
humane and benevolent heart. His cordial and placid be-
haviour to an old fellow-collegian, a man so different from
himself; and his telling him that he would go down to his
farm and visit him, showed a kindliness of disposition very
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